Regulation on Ukrainian-Moldovan cooperation in the management of the joint Dniester River basin website 

Article 1

The Basis and Purpose of the Regulation
1.1. The Regulation shall be based on the Agreement between the Governments of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine on the Joint Management and Protection of Cross-Border Waters (1994), the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention, 1998) and the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Helsinki Convention, 1992).

1.2. The purpose of the Regulation shall be to establish the ground principles for operation and the procedure for regular updates of the Dniester River website as a tool for information exchange on the transboundary waters of the Dniester River basin and for improvement of the Dniester River basin management. The Regulation shall also determine organizations responsible for the management of the website within the territories of Moldova and Ukraine and shall establish the procedure for its support, including updates and information exchange.  

Article 2

Regular Website Update Procedure
2.1. The State Committee on Water Management of Ukraine shall be responsible for the technical support of the website. The Plenipotentiaries shall bear joint responsibility for the website content and updates. The secretaries of the meetings of Plenipotentiaries shall be responsible for the procedure and coordination between the Parties of the list of documents posted on the website.

2.2. Each Party shall inform the other Party about its initiative to post information or documents on the website. The other Party shall provide its opinion about the initiative within 48 hours. In the event that there is no reply within the specified period of time, the initiative shall be considered as approved by the other Party and the information or documents shall be posted on the website.

2.3. Updated versions of information or documents approved by the Plenipotentiaries shall be handed over to the secretaries of the meetings. The secretaries of the meetings shall hand the information or documents over to IT managers for posting on the website.

2.4. Each Party shall propose the structure and list of information which may be posted on the website. The following information may be placed on the website:

· national legislation in the area of protection and use of water and biological resources;

· materials related to meetings of Plenipotentiaries (agenda, participant lists, document drafts, decisions);

· materials of working groups;

· treatises and analytical materials;

· materials of projects corresponding to the subject matter of the website;

· documents on water management activities coordinated between the Parties;

· any other scientific information or publications concerning the management of water resources and water-related ecosystems in the Dniester River basin.

2.5. The website shall offer unrestricted access to its main content. Access to working materials may be password protected.

2.6. Confidentiality may apply only to information that falls under the restrictions of Article 4 of the Aarhus Convention and shall not apply to issues of emissions and discharges into the environment.

2.7. Stakeholders shall have the right to propose materials for posting on the website. Such materials shall be sent to the Plenipotentiaries for review prior to posting.

2.8. The working language of the website shall be Russian, with additional languages being English, Moldovan and Ukrainian. 

Article 3

Final Provisions
3.1. This Regulation shall come into force at the moment of its approval by the Plenipotentiaries of the Parties.
3.2. Alterations and amendments may be made to this Regulation by the mutual consent of the Plenipotentiaries.
3.3. This Regulation is done in two copies in the Russian language.
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