Protocol of Intentions regarding cooperation for the environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin

The Minister of Environment and Natural Resources of the Republic of Moldova, the Minister of Environmental Protection of Ukraine, the Chairman of the State Water Management Concern “Apele Moldovei” and the Chairman of the State Committee of Ukraine on Water Management, 

taking account of the historic, socio-economic, cultural and environmental importance of the Dniester river in the establishment and development of the peoples of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, 

expressing common concern over the deterioration of the environmental situation of some of the territory of the Dniester river basin, caused by excessive anthropogenic pressure, including construction of hydroelectric power facilities, 

bearing in mind the deterioration of water quality, decreasing biological and landscape diversity, problems with drinking water supply and health care, caused by intensive use of natural resources in the basin as well as pollution, 

taking account of the transboundary character of environmental pollution and the impact of the Dniester river on the environmental state of the Black Sea, 

noting that the efforts that are currently being made at local, national and international levels are not sufficient to drastically improve the environmental state of the Dniester river basin, which in the future may lead to complete degradation of its ecosystems being the natural heritage of the region,

mindful that tackling the problem of environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin is one of the urgent and socially important tasks for the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine and international community as a whole, 

understanding that the rehabilitation of ecosystems of the Dniester river basin and ensuring the sustainable and balanced use of its natural resources are possible only if goal-oriented and coordinated measures are taken on the basis of international cooperation, including cooperation with international organizations,

appreciating the assistance already provided by the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and other international organizations that engage in cooperation in the area of environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin, 

relying on the pertinent provisions of the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes dated 17 March 1992,
recalling the current bilateral accords between the Government of the Republic of Moldova and the Government of Ukraine about the cooperation on environmental protection, joint use and protection of transboundary water bodies,  

taking account of the aspirations of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine to introduce provisions of European Union legislation, 

attaching special importance to the role of the public in tackling environmental problems,

DECLARE:

Our common political will to attain the environmental rehabilitation, balanced and environmentally sound use of natural resources in the Dniester river basin in the interest of creating favourable conditions for the livelihood of the current and future generations, conserving and ensuring sustainability of ecosystems, preventing, restricting and reducing transboundary impact, 

Our intention to assist in the fulfillment of the recommendations of the transboundary diagnostic study prepared by the OSCE/UNECE project Transboundary cooperation and sustainable management of the Dniester river, 

Our conviction in the need to develop new environmental protection strategies for interstate and national policies of the countries in the Dniester river basin, based on  interdisciplinary ecosystem approaches as well as the principles for sustainable basin development and basin management,  

Our support at the national level for the development of National Action Plans for the environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin and for their fastest possible implementation,

Our readiness to improve the international legal framework for the interstate cooperation between our countries by means of adoption of international agreements that establish the principles, tasks and concrete responsibilities of the parties with the purpose of ensuring the sustainable use of natural resources in and environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin,

Our consent to initiate a new project aimed at improving the bilateral legal framework for the joint management of the Dniester transboundary  river basin, 

Our intention to develop and to increase the efficiency of the existing mechanisms of cooperation, as well as developing new mechanisms by engaging in this process all stakeholders based on the principles of partnership interaction, openness, mutual respect, trust and mutual understanding,

Our aspiration to jointly implement a system of effective measures on prevention, control and alleviation of transboundary impact, protection of biological and landscape diversity in a coordinated manner,

Our readiness to develop and implement proposals and programs aimed at creating a transboundary monitoring system in the basin and an information system for environmental management of the basin, creating and supporting a system of regular exchange of information and data on the state of the environment in the basin between the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, 

Our intention to uphold close interaction with the public, including nongovernmental organizations, for resolving the issues of the environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin,

Our aspiration to develop joint proposals regarding the issues of the effective interaction with international economic and financial institutions, states and donor organizations that provide technical and financial assistance for the environmental rehabilitation of the Dniester river basin,

Our intention to continue to enhance and improve the institutional framework for bilateral cooperation and to hold regular meetings with the purpose of assessing the achieved progress and identifying additional actions needed for attaining common environmental goals and tasks defined at basin level.

Done on 1st December 2005 in Kyiv and in Chisinau in two copies in Moldavian, Ukrainian and Russian, whereas all texts have equal force. In case of disputes, the text in Russian shall be used for the purpose of interpretation.
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